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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 5) 2003 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 6) 2003 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [4.27 pm]:  In my earlier contribution to this debate I was expressing the 
disillusion of the Western Australian public with the Gallop Government.  I mentioned the Government’s lack of 
accountability, its failure to live up to its pre-election promises, its misleading use of quotations, and the fact that 
it always makes excuses or blames someone else for things that go wrong.  I wish to add another example to that 
list, namely, the Old Coast Road, south of the estuary bridge and towards Bunbury.  A number of potholes 
appeared in the road at this time last year, caused by rainfall.  This road, which is used by 15 000 vehicles a day, 
became a very dangerous road.  The Government promised that the road would be resurfaced, and that the work 
would be finished by October last year.  I am pleased to say that the work is nearly finished - it is now July.  The 
lines were marked on the road, ready to be painted, six or seven weeks ago, but we are still waiting for that to 
occur.  Daylight is limited at this time of year, and it is dangerous driving along that road in the dark and 
particularly in the rain.  That is another example of the Government not coming through with the goods.   

In closing, I remind the Government of the Dawesville electorate projects that have not been catered for.  We 
desperately need an aquatic centre in Mandurah, funding for the Mandurah sea rescue group, more fishing 
inspectors, more CALM rangers, four traffic lanes on the estuary bridge, a police station at Falcon, a community 
hall at Park Ridge, and sporting arenas south of the Dawesville Channel.  I again remind the minister that she has 
an obligation to now match the federal contribution of $150 million dollar-for-dollar, so that work on the Peel 
deviation can be brought forward.  Initially she said it would start in 2010, she back-pedalled to 2009 and then to 
2008, and now it is 2007, but I am told that it can be started in 2006.  That would be a fair time to start it.   

I also thank the Minister for Education and Training for the announcement he made during question time today, 
which made it clear that the Peel education office will not close.  That has cancelled the rumour, because it was 
expected to close.  That is certainly good news for Mandurah.  The full administration of education issues should 
be handled by the Mandurah office, and major decisions for the Peel area should not be made by the 
Beaconsfield office.  That would be absolutely incorrect.   

Finally, I remind the Premier that the Peel region, and in particular my electorate of Dawesville, is the fastest-
growing area in Western Australia.  Because of that, I cannot understand why he refuses to allocate the necessary 
funds for much-needed projects.  I also remind the Premier that the people of Western Australia do not like being 
taken for granted by an arrogant Government, and they will show their disapproval and dissatisfaction of this 
Government at the next election, whether it be held in December or February.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.A. McGinty (Attorney General).  
 


